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seventy-nine point eighty-one (479.81), four hundred seventy-nine
point eighty-two (479.82), four hundred seventy-nine point eighty-three
(479.83), four hundred seventy-nine point eighty-four (479.84), four
hundred seventy-nine point eighty-five (479.85), four hundred seventy-
nine point eighty-six (479.86), four hundred seventy-nine point eighty-
seven (479.87), four hundred seventy-nine point eighty-eight (479.88),
four hundred seventy-nine point ninety-three (479.93), four hundred
seventy-nine point ninety-four (479.94), four hundred seventy-nine
point ninety-five (479.95), four hundred seventy-nine point ninety-six
(479.96), four hundred seventy-nine point ninety-seven (479.97), four
hundred seventy-nine point one hundred two (479.102), four hundred
eighty point seven (480.7), four hundred eighty-three point three
(483.3), four hundred eighty-three point sixteen (483.16), and four
hundred eighty-three point twenty (483.20), Code 1975, are repealed.

SEc. 34. Chapters four hundred eighty-two (482), four hundred
eighty-four (484), four hundred eighty-five (485), and four hundred
eighty-six (486), Code 1975, are repealed.

Approved May 15, 1975

CHAPTER 171
VEHICLE REGISTRATION
H. F. 450

AN ACT relating to persons engaged in the buying and selling of certain motor vehicles and

relating to vehicle registration by revising the registration application form and the regis-
tration filing system, requiring a bond to be posted in situations where vehicle ownership
is not established, providing for publication of notice regarding vehicle registration renew-
als, increasing motorcycle and hearse registration fees, providing for receipt of new regis-
tration for all vehicles transferred in December, relating to braking and hitching require-
ments for certain travel trailers and semitrailers operated on the highways, relating to the
width of vehicles carrying hay, straw or stover, and relating to the base price of a vehicle
for registration purposes, subject to penalties provided by law.

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:
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SECTION 1. Section three hundred twenty-one point twenty (321.20),
subsection one (1), Code 1975, is amended by striking the subsection
and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

1. The name, social security number if available, bona fide residence
and maitling address of the owner or if the owner is a firm, association
or corporation, the application shall contain the business address and
employer identification number of the owner if available.

SEC. 2. Section three hundred twenty-one point twenty-four
(321.24), Code 1975, is amended to read as follows:

321.24 Issuance of registration and certificate of title. Upon
receipt of the application for title and payment of the required fees for
motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer, the county treasurer shall, when
satisfied as to the genuineness and regularity thereof, issue a registra-
tion receipt and certificate of title and shall file the application, the
manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate, certificate of title, or other evi-
dence of ownership, as prescribed by the department. The registration
receipt shall be delivered to the owner and shall contain upon the face
thereof the date issued, the name and address of the owner, the regis-
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tration number assigned to the vehicle, the title number assigned to
the owner of the vehicle, the amount of the fee paid, the amount of
tax paid pursuant to section 423.7, type of fuel used and such descrip-
tion of the vehicle as determined by the department and upon the re-
verse side a form for notice of transfer of the vehicle. One eopy of the
registention reeeipt shall be retained by the eounty treasurer in & regis-
tration pumber file and said file The county treasurer shall maintain
in the county record system information contained on the registra-
tion receipt. Such information shall be accessible by registration
number and shall be open for public inspection during reasonable
business hours. Twe eepies Such copies as the department may re-
quire shall be mated te sent to the department in the manner and at
such time as the department en date of issuanee may direct. The cer-
tificate of title shall contain upon the face thereof the identical infor-
mation required upon the face of the registration receipt and sueh
information shall be so placed on the title form as to permit the eounty
treasurer to prepatre the eertifieate of title simultaneousty with the reg-
isteation reeeipt. In addition thereto, the certificate of title shall con-
tain a statement of the owner’s title, the amount of tax paid pursuant
to section 423.7, name and address of previous owner, and a statement
of all kens security interests and encumbrances as shown in the appli-
cation, upon the vehicle therein described including the nature of the
Hen or hens security interest, amount, date of notation and name and
address of lenholder or lienholders the secured party. Said certificate
shall bear thereon the seal of the county treasurer, his the signature of
the county treasurer or that of his the deputy county treasurer, and
shall provide space for the signature of the owner. The owner shall
write his name sign the certificate of title in the space provided with
pen and ink upon receipt of certificate of title. The certificate of ti-
tle shall contain upon the reverse side a form for assignment of title
or interest and warranty thereof by the owner, for reassignments by
a licensed dealer and for application for a new certificate of title by
the transferee as provided in this chapter. All certificates of title
shall be typewritten ard shall be issued in tripheate or printed by
other mechanical means. The original certificate of title shall be de-
livered to the owner in the event no ken security interest or encum-
brance appears thereon. Otherwise the certificate of title shall be
delivered by the county treasurer to the person holding the first hen
security interest or encumbrance as shown in the certificate. One eop¥
of the eertifieate shall be retained by the county treasurer in o #itle
number file in the manner preseribed by the department and shall re-
main i the file of the county issuing the title The county treasurer
shall maintain in the county records system information contained
on the certificate of title. Such information shall be accessible by ti-
tle certificate number for a period of three years from the date of no-
tification of cancellation of title or that a new title has been issued as
provided in this chapter after whieh i may be destroved. One eop¥y
Such copies as the department may require shall be mailed sent to
the department on the date of issuanee in the manner and at such
time as the department shall direct. The department shall designate
a uniform system of title numbers so as to indicate the county of issu-
ance.

SEC. 3. Section three hundred twenty-one point twenty-four (321.24),
Code 1975, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered para-
graph:
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NeEw UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. If the county treasurer or department
is not satisfied as to the ownership of the vehicle or that there are no
undisclosed security interests in it, the county treasurer or department
may register the vehicle but shall as a condition of issuing a certificate
of title and registration receipt, require the applicant to file with the
department a bond in the form prescribed by the department and exe-
cuted by the applicant, and either accompanied by the deposit of cash
with the department or also executed by a person authorized to con-
duct a surety business in this state. The bond shall be in an amount
equal to one and one-half times the current value of the vehicle as de-
termined by the department and conditioned to indemnify any prior
owner and secured party and any subsequent purchaser of the vehicle
or person acquiring any security interest in it, and their respective suc-
cessors in interest, against any expense, loss or damage, including rea-
sonable attorney’s fees, by reason of the issuance of the certificate of
title of the vehicle or on account of any defect in or undisclosed securi-
ty interest upon the right, title and interest of the applicant in and to
the vehicle. Any such interested person has a right of action to recover
on the bond for any breach of its conditions, but the aggregate liability
of the surety to all persons shall not exceed the amount of the bond.
The bond, and any deposit accompanying it, shall be returned at the
end of three years or prior thereto if the vehicle is no longer registered
in this state and the currently valid certificate of title is surrendered to
the department, unless the department has been notified of the pen-
dency of an action to recover on the bond.

SEC. 4. Section three hundred twenty-one point thirty-one (321.31),
Code 1975, is amended by striking the section and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

321.31 Records system. A state and county records system shall
be maintained in the following manner:

1. State records system. The department shall install and maintain a
records system which shall contain the name and address of the vehicle
owner, current and previous registration number, vehicle identification
number, make, model, style, date of purchase, registration certificate
number, maximum gross weight, weight, list price or value of the vehi-
cle as fixed by the department, fees paid and date of payment. The
records system shall also contain a record of the certificate of title in-
cluding the notation of all security interests recorded and released, and
such other information as the department deems necessary. The infor-
mation to be kept in the records system shall be entered within forty-
eight hours after receipt insofar as is practical. The records system
shall constitute the permanent record of ownership of each vehicle ti-
tled under the laws of this state.

The department may make photostatic, microfilm, or other photo-
graphic copies of certificates of title, registration receipts, or other rec-
ords, reports, or documents which are required to be retained by the
department. When copies have been made, the department may de-
stroy the original records in such manner as prescribed by the director.
The photostatic, microfilm, or other photographic copies, when no
longer of use, may be destroyed in the manner prescribed by the direc-
tor, subject to the approval of the state records commission. Photo-
static, microfilm, or other photographic copies of records shall be
admissible in evidence when duly certified and authenticated by the
officer having custody and control of the copies of records.

2. County records system. Each county treasurer’s office shall main-
taln a county records system for vehicle registration and certificate of
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title documents. The records system shall consist of information from
the certificate of title including the notation and cancellation of securi-
ty interests, information from the registration receipt, and such infor-
mation shall be maintained by retention of one copy of the registration
receipt in a registration number file and one copy of the title certifi-
cate in a title number file. In lieu of retaining one copy of the registra-
tion receipt and one copy of the title certificate, the information may
be maintained in such other manner as may be approved by the de-
partment, provided such information is accessible by title certificate
number and registration number.

The county treasurer may make photostatic, microfilm, or other pho-
tographic copies of certificates of title, registration receipts, or other
records, reports, or documents which are required to be retained by the
county treasurer. When copies of records have been made, the county
treasurer may destroy the original records three years after they have
been issued, in such manner as prescribed by the department. When
copies of records are no longer of use, they may be destroyed in a man-
ner prescribed by the department. Photostatic, microfilm, or other pho-
tographic copies of records shall be admissible in evidence when duly
certified and authenticated by the officer having custody and control
of the copies of records.

SEC. 5. Section three hundred twenty-one point forty (321.40), un-
numbered paragraph two (2), Code 1975, is amended to read as fol-
lows:

Registration receipts issued for renewals shall have the word ‘“re-
newal”’ imprinted thereon and, if the owner making a renewal applica-
tion has been issued a certificate of title, the title number shall appear
on the registration receipt. All registration receipts for renewals shall
be typewritten or prlnted by other mechanical means snd shall be pre-
pared in quadruphenate. The original registration reeeipt shal be issued
te the apphieant; one copy retnined in the eounty treasurer’s file and
two eoptes shall be fefw&fded the department: The applicant shall
receive a registration receipt.

SEC. 6. Section three hundred twenty-one point forty (321.40),
Code 1975, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered para-
graph:

NEwW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Not more than thirty days nor less
than twenty days prior to December first the county treasurer shall
cause to be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the
county, a notice to vehicle owners. The notice shall contain a list of
pertinent information which is required to register a vehicle. The no-
tice shall also include a statement that application for renewal of a ve-
hicle registration shall be made on or after December first of the year
for which it is registered and that such renewal may be made by mail
on or after November first. The county treasurer may deliver registra-
tion plates and other registration documents on which application for
renewal has been made in November, to the owner thereof, after the
last day of November.

SEc. 7. Section three hundred twenty-one point forty-two (321.42),
Code 1975, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered para-
graph:

NEw UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. If a county treasurer issues vehicle
registration documents for vehicles subject to registration for delivery
to the owner through the United States postal service, and such docu-
ments are lost or damaged in transit, the owner of the vehicle may file
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application for reissuance of these documents, without cost, with the
county treasurer which originally issued the documents not less than
twenty days from the date the county treasurer placed such documents
for delivery through the United States postal service. If the owner of
the vehicle subject to registration receives the original registration doc-
uments through the United States postal service after reissuance of du-
plicate documents by the county treasurer, the owner of the vehicle
shall surrender the original documents to the county treasurer not later
than five days from the date of receipt of the original documents from
the United States postal service.

SEC. 8. Section three hundred twenty-one point fifty (321.50), sub-
sections three (3), four (4), and seven (7), Code 1975, are amended to
read as follows:

3. Upon receipt of the application, the certificate of title, if any,
and the required fee, the county treasurer shall note such security in-
terest, and the date thereof, on the certificate over the signature of
such officer or deputy and the seal of office. He The county treasurer
shall also note such security interest and the date thereof en the duph-

terests on the dupheate title its file in the county records system
and shall also notify the department. The county treasurer shall then
mail the certificate of title to the first secured party as shown thereon.

4. When a security interest is discharged, the holder thereof shall ex-
ecute a release within fifteen days after payment is received, such re-
lease to contain the certificate of title number, the date of the notation
thereof, and the name and address of the person to whom the title
shall be delivered when such delivery is requested as hereinafter pro-
vided. The holder shall also note a cancellation of same on the face of
the certificate of title over his, her or its signature, and deliver the re-
lease and certificate of title to the county treasurer where title was 1is-
sued. The county treasurer shall immediately note the cancellation of
said security interest on the face of the certificate of title and en the
duplieate of same on file in his office: On the same day he shall notify
%hedep&%&meﬂt—wh&ehsh&ﬁﬂe%esuehfe}e&seeﬁthedﬂﬁhe&%eﬁ%}em
#s file in the county records system and shall also notify the de-
partment. The county treasurer shall on the same day deliver the cer-
tificate of title to the then first secured party or, if there is no such
person, to the person as directed on the hen secumty interest release
or, if there is no such person designated, then to the owner. Said can-

cellation of the security interest shall be noted on the certificate of ti-

tle by the county treasurer without charge. The holder of a hen
security interest discharged by payment who fails to release such hen
security interest as herein provided within fifteen days after being re-
quested in writing to do so shall forfeit to the person making such pay-
ment the sum of twenty-five dollars. Such request shall be on the
release form as prescribed by the department and shall contain a state-
ment signed by the owner setting forth the name and address of the
person to whom the title shall be delivered.

7. Upon request of any person, the county treasurer shall issue a cer-
tificate showing whether there are, on the date and hour stated there-
in, any Hens security interests noted on a particular vehicle’s
certificate of title, and the name and address of each secured party
whose lien is noted thereon. The uniform fee for a written certificate
shall be two dollars if the request for the certificate is on a form con-
forming to standards prescribed by the secretary of state; otherwise,
three dollars.
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SEc. 9. Section three hundred twenty-one point one hundred five
(321.105), Code 1975, is amended by adding after unnumbered para-
graph two (2) the following new unnumbered paragraph:

NeEw UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Upon application by a finanecial insti-
tution, as defined in section four hundred twenty-two point sixty-one
(422.61) of the Code, and approval of the application by the county
treasurer, the county treasurer in any county may authorize the finan-
cial institution to receive applications for renewal of vehicle registra-
tions and payment of the registration fees. The registration fees shall
be delivered to the county treasurer at the time the county treasurer
has processed the vehicle registration application. Registration fees re-
ceived with vehicle registration applications shall be designated as pub-
lic funds only upon receipt of such funds by the county treasurer from
the financial institution.

SEC. 10. Section three hundred twenty-one point one hundred six
(321.106), Code 1975, 1s amended to read as follows:

321.106 Registration for fractional part of year. Where there is
no delinquency and the registration is made in February or succeeding
months to and including November, registration fees for vehicles de-
signed to carry nine passengers or less shall be computed on the basis
of one-twelfth of the annual registration fee as provided in this chapter
multiplied by the number of unexpired months of the year. No fee
shall be required for the month of December for a new ear in geod
faith delivered during that menth vehicle on which there is no delin-
quency.

Where there is a delinquency, registration fees for vehicles designed
to carry property or more than nine passengers which are registered af-
ter January 31 shall be computed on the basis of the full annual fee,
plus penalties, for such vehicle. Where there is no delinquency and the
registration is made in February or succeeding months, registration
fees for vehicles designed to carry property or more than nine passen-
gers shall be computed on the basis of one-twelfth of the annual regis-
tration fees as provided in this chapter multiplied by the number of
unexpired months of the year. No fee shall be required for the month
of December for vehicles on which there is no delinquency.

Whenever any registration fee computed under this section contains
a fractional part of a dollar, the fee shall be computed to the nearest
whole dollar, except that any such fee so computed shall not be less
than five dollars, which amount shall be the fee collected. The fee so
computed for an original registration shall be deemed to be the annual
registration fee for the remainder of the registration year.

SEC. 11. Section three hundred twenty-one point one hundred sev-
enteen (321.117), Code 1975, is amended to read as follows:

321.117 Motorcycle and hearse fees. For all motorcycles the an-
nual fee shall be five ten dollars. When said motoreycle has been regis-
tered five times, the annual registration fee shall be ene-half the rate
when new five dollars. The annual registration fee for hearses shall be
thirty fifty dollars. Passenger car plates shall be issued for hearses.

SEC. 12. Section three hundred twenty-one point one hundred fifty-
seven (321.157), Code 1975, is amended to read as follows:

321.157 Schedule of prices and weights. Every manufacturer
or importer of a motor vehicle sold or offered for sale within this state,
either by the manufacturer, importer, distributor, dealer, or any other
person, shall; en er before the first day of August; annually, file in the

office of the department a sworn statement showing the various models
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8 manufactured by him the manufacturer, importer, distributor, deal-
9 er, or other person, and the retail list price and weight of each model
10 concurrently with a public announcement of such prices or concur-
11  rently with notification of such prices to dealers licensed to sell
12 such motor vehicles under chapter three hundred twenty-two (322)
13  of the Code, whichever comes first as of August 1 of that year. He
14 The manufacturer, importer, distributor, dealer, or other person
15 shall also make the same report on subsequent new models manufac-
16 tured prior to August 1 of the foHowing year.
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SEc. 13. Section three hundred twenty-one point one hundred sixty-
one (321.161), Code 1975, is amended to read as follows:

321.161 Department to fix values and weight. The department
shall; en or befere the first day of August; annually, and at such other
times as new makes or models of motor vehicles are offered for sale or
sold in this state, fix the value and weight of each of the different
makes and models of motor vehicles which are sold or offered for sale
within the state. The value and weight as fixzed by the department
shall, on 1975 and subsequent year model motor vehicles, be based
on the original certification as provided in section three hundred
twenty-one point one hundred fifty-seven (321.157) of the Code.

SEC. 14. Section three hundred twenty-one point four hundred thir-
ty (321.430), subsection three (3), Code 1975, is amended to read as fol-
lows:

3. Every trailer or semitrailer of a gross weight of three thousand
pounds or more, and every trailer coach or travel trailer of a gross
weight of three thousand pounds or more intended for use for human
habitation, when operated on the highways of this state, shall be
equipped with brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop
and hold such vehicle, and so designed as to be applied by the driver
of the towing motor vehicle from its cab, or with self-actuating brakes,
and weight equalizing hitch with a sway control of a type approved by
the director of publie safety transportation. Every semitrailer, travel
trailer, or trailer coach of a gross weight of three thousand pounds or
more shall be equipped with a separate, auxiliary means of applying
the brakes on the semitrailer, travel trailer, or trailer coach from the
cab of the towing vehicle. Trailers or semitrailers with a truck or truck
tractor need only comply with the brake requirements.

SEC. 15. Section three hundred twenty-two point three (322.3), sub-
section nine (9), Code 1975, 1s amended to read as follows:

9. No person licensed under this chapter shall, either directly or
through an agent, salesman or employee, engage in this state, or repre-
sent or advertise that he is engaged or intends to engage in this state,
in the business of buying or selling at retail new or used motor vehi-
cles, other than mobile homes more than eight feet in width or more
than thirty-two feet in length as defined in section three hundred
twenty-one point one (321.1) of the Code, on the first day of the
week, commonly known and designated as Sunday.

SEC. 16. Section three hundred twenty-one point thirty-four (321.34),
Code 1975, as amended by Senate File 13 of the Sixty-sixth General
Assembly, is amended by adding the following new paragraph:

NEw PArRAGRAPH. Upon the transfer of ownership of a vehicle with
registration plates which do not bear the designation of the county of
the purchaser’s or transferee’s residence, the purchaser or transferee
may, upon application to the county treasurer in accordance with sec-
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tion three hundred twenty-one point forty-six (321.46) of the Code, also
apply for new registration plates for the vehicle, and upon surrender of
the plates for such vehicle and payment of an additional registration
fee of five dollars, the county treasurer shall issue new registration
plates for such vehicle bearing the designation of that county.

SEC. 17. Section three hundred twenty-one point four hundred fifty-
four (321.454), Code 1975, is amended to read as follows:

321.454 Width of vehicles. The total outside width of any vehi-
cle or the load thereon; exeept loese hay o steaws shall not exceed
eight feet. However, if hay, straw, or stover moved on any imple-
ment of husbandry and the total width of load of the implement of
husbandry exceeds eight feet in width, the implement of husbandry
shall not be subject to the permit requirements of chapter three
hundred twenty-one E (321E) of the Code. If hay, straw, or stover is
moved on any other vehicle subject to registration, such moves shall
be subject to the permit requirements for transporting loads exceed-
ing eight feet in width as required under chapter three hundred
twenty-one E (321E) of the Code.

SEc. 18. The provisions of section eleven (11) of this Act shall be-
come effective December 1, 1975 for registrations made on or after De-
cember 1, 1975 for the 1976 registration year.

Approved July 17, 1975

This Act was passed by the G.A. prior to July 1, 1975; see §3.7 of the Code

CHAPTER 172
VEHICLE INSPECTION
H. F. 502

AN ACT relating to vehicle inspection and issuing inspection orders by authorized employees.

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

Nalie N Serid e JLl ol

SECTION 1. Section three hundred twenty-one point two hundred
thirty-eight (321.238), Code 1975, is amended by adding the following
new numbered subsections:

NEW SUBSECTION. 25. As used in this section:

a. ‘““Authorized officer’” means an officer of the Iowa highway safety
patrol designated by the commissioner of public safety to make a spot
vehicle inspection or a state employee of the transportation regulation
and safety division, or its successor, of the state department of trans-
portation designated by the director to make a spot vehicle inspection.

b. “Spot vehicle inspection” means an equipment safety inspection
of a vehicle conducted by an authorized officer to determine if the ve-
hicle should be inspected at an inspection station and shall not include
inspection of the “glove compartment’” or ‘““trunk” or any other area
that is not essential to the performance of an equipment safety inspec-
tion.

¢. “Inspection order” means the form established by the department
to be given to the operator of a vehicle by an authorized officer follow-
ing a spot vehicle inspection when the vehicle requires further inspec-
tion at an inspection station.



